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1977-47,  and  1977-48) 

FEDERAL  ELECTION  COMMISSION 

Advisory  Opinion  Requests 

Pursuant  to  2  U.S.C.  i  437f(c)  and  the 
procedures  reflected  in  Part  112  of  the 
Commission’s  regulations,  published  on 
August  26,  1976  (41  FR  35954),  Advisory 
Opinion  Requests  1977-45,  1977-46, 

1977-47,  and  1977-48  have  been  made 
public  at  the  Commission.  C(H>ies  of 
AOR’s  1977-45,  1977-46,  1977-47,  and 
1977-48  were  made  available  on  Septem¬ 
ber  23.  1977.  These  copies  of  the  advi¬ 
sory  opinion  requests  were  made  avail¬ 
able  for  public  inspection  and  purchase 
at  the  Federal  Election  Commission, 
Public  Records  Division,  at  1325  K  Street 
NW..  Washington,  D.C.  20463. 

Interested  persons  may  submit  writ¬ 
ten  comments  on  any  advisory  opinirm 
request  within  ten  days  after  the  date 
the  request  was  made  public  at  the  C(Mn- 
mission.  These  comments  should  be  di¬ 
rected  to  the  Oflace  of  General  Counsel, 
Advisory  Opinion  Section,  at  the  Com¬ 
mission.  Persons  requiring  additional 
time  in  which  to  respond  to  any  advi¬ 
sory  opinion  requests  will  normally  be 
granted  such  time  upon  written  request 
to  the  Commission.  All  timely  comments 
received  by  the  Commission  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  before  the  Commission  issues  an 
advisory  opinion.  Comments  on  pending 
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requests  should  refer  to  the  specific  AOR 
number  of  the  requests  and  statutory 
references  should  be  to  the  United 
States  Code  citations  rather  than  to  the 
Public  Law  citations. 

A  descriptive  listing  of  each  of  the  re¬ 
quests  recently  made  public  as  well  as 
the  identification  of  the  requesting  party 
follows  hereafter: 

AOR  1977-45.  May  a  candidate  for 
Federal  office  receive  compensation  from 
his  newspaper  employer  for  writing  edi¬ 
torials  and  soliciting  advertising  for  the 
newspaper  which  compensation  takes  the 
form  of  credits  to  an  accoimt,  based 
upon  the  fair  market  value  of  work  per¬ 
formed.  imtil  he  officially  announces 
candidacy,  and  then  obtain  campaign 
advertising  space  in  the  newspaper  by 
debiting  such  account  until  it  is  depleted? 
In  these  circumstances  would  the  pub¬ 
lisher  be  making  a  gift  or  in-kind  con¬ 
tribution  under  2  U.S.C.  S  441a?  If 
proper,  how  should  the  transactions  be 
reflected  on  reports  filed  pursuant  to  2 
U.S.C.  §  434? 

Requested  by  Franklin  S.  Adler  on  be¬ 
half  of  Terry  Martin,  candidate  for  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Los  Angeles, 
CaUf. 

AOR  1977-46.  May  a  Member  of  Con¬ 
gress,  who  did  not  earn  the  maximum 
permissible  amount  of  honoraria  in  1976, 
receive  in  January  and  February  of  1977 
honoraria  for  appearances  made  in  De¬ 
cember  1976  without  such  hcoioraria 
counting  against  the  1977  limit? 


Requested  by  James  M.  Sparling.  Jr., 
on  behalf  of  Representative  Vander  Jagt, 
United  States  House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.C. 

AOR  1977-47.  May  a  Senat(M*,  whose 
term  expires  in  1978  and  who  has  an¬ 
nounced  his  decisicm  not  to  run  for  re- 
election,  terminate  his  campaign  com¬ 
mittee  which  has  surplus  funds  remain¬ 
ing  frcHn  a  1972  election  campaign  or 
should  it  continue  to  report  unUl  a  later 
time?  May  the  surplus  funds  be  legally 
used  by  tiie  Senator  for  entertainment 
of  constituents,  or  motel  and  travel  costs 
incurred  by  him  and  his  wife  for  travel 
to  or  in  Wyoming? 

Requested  by  Clifford  P.  Hansen, 
United  States  Senator,  Washington,  D.C. 

AOR  1977-48.  May  the  principal  cam- 
I>aign  committee  of  a  candidate  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  primary  and  general  election  use  ex¬ 
cess  campaign  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
retiring  an  outstanding  campaign  debt 
incurred  in  connection  with  an  electiiHi 
for  State  office  in  1976  in  circumstances* 
where  the  same  individual  was  a  candi¬ 
date  in  both  the  special  Federal  electicm 
and  the  State  election? 

Requested  by  Joan  Singler,  Treasurer, 
Duming  for  Congress  Committee,  Se- 
atUe,  Wash. 

Dated:  September  26.  1977. 

Thomas  E.  Harris, 
Chairman  for  the 
Federal  Election  Commission. 
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